Quoting poetry according to MLA style

Treat a single line of poetry like any other quotation, running it into your text and enclosing it in quotation marks. You may run in two or three lines of poetry as well, separating the lines with a slash surrounded by space.

An example of Robert Frost’s incisiveness is in two lines from “Death of the Hired Man”: “Home is the place where, when you have to go there/ They have to take you in” (119-20).

Always set off quotations of more than three lines of poetry from your text. Use double spacing and one-inch or ten-space indention. Do not add quotation marks.

Emily Dickinson stripped ideas to their essence, as in this description of “A narrow Fellow in the Grass,” a snake:

I more than once at Noon

Have passed, I thought, a Whip lash

Unbraiding in the Sun

When stopping to secure it

It wrinkled, and was gone (12-16)

Also set off prose quotations of five or more typed lines. Do not add quotation marks.

In his 1967 study of the lives of unemployed black men, Elliot Liebow observes that “unskilled” construction work requires more experience and skill than is generally assumed:

A healthy, study, active man of good intelligence requires from two to four weeks to break in on a construction job . . . It frequently happens that his foreman or the craftsman he services is not willing to wait that long for him to get into condition or to learn at a glance the difference in size between a rough 2 x 8 and a finished 2 x 10. (62) 

Do not use a paragraph indention for a quotation of a single complete paragraph or a part of a paragraph. Use paragraph indentions only for a quotation of two or more paragraphs.
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